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23 December 1861

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, it was reported that the divorce proceedings have been dropped by a couple and
they requested readmittance to the Lord's table. Two other couples were having difficulties in
their marriages. Censures were lifted on them also including Kommer Schaddelee and his wife.
Elder Teunis Keppel proposed that the pastor have a Bible or catechism lesson on Sunday
evenings. The pastor agreed to this. [This means that Van Raalte will be preaching and teaching
three times on Sundays.] Pews will be rented again but poor members will be given pews. [To
this point there has been no mention of the Civil War in the consistory and congregational minutes
of Pillar Church.]
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 169-170.
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Consistory Meeting of December 23, 1861
Absent: Brothers Broek, Kamper, and Oonk.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — Present at the meeting was John Robbert Puts, who desired to be admitted
to the table of the Lord. After an interview, he was accepted by an unanimous vote.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — The previously appointed committee reports. In connection with van Dijk
and wife, both of these members declare that they desire to have their censure lifted. In
the case of both, there were still many shortcomings and concern was expressed about the
future. Nevertheless, they are currently living together, and the divorce process has been
terminated. The reason for the public offense, which led to their being placed under
discipline, was resolved. Therefore, the censure was lifted.
In the case of K. Schaddelee and wife, the committee reported that, because of their
widely differing personalities, there will probably always be some unpleasant
shortcomings in their domestic life. However, at present, there are no public reasons
remaining why they should still be disciplined. Consequently, the committee
recommended that the desire of these two members should be granted and that censure be
lifted.
Concerning Wiersma and wife, the committee reported that in the life of these members,
there is an apparent pleasant change, leading to satisfaction and cooperation with one
another. Both confessed remorse about their previous confrontational domestic life.
They now request the lifting of censure. The woman was particularly expressive in this
desire. The committee consequently proposes the lifting of censure.
The consistory, after hearing these reports, lifted the censure on all of the abovementioned people, and next Sunday the congregation will be informed. These members
will be told about the decision beforehand by the committee members, Rev. van Raalte
and Elder Labots.
ARTICLE 5 — Brother Keppel proposed that on Sunday evening there will be a Bible
lesson, or catechism class, which will serve for the edification of those present. This was
supported by others and the pastor will, on Sunday evening, hold a Bible study.
ARTICLE 6— Keppel and Wakker were appointed to review the books of the deacons.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided that, when the pews are again rented, the poor will be given
a seat at no charge, just as in the past. This will be announced.
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ARTICLE 8 — Once again, there was a discussion about where an appropriate place can
be found in the village for teaching catechism. Mention was made about a room at the
home of K. Schaddelee, but no decision was made.
ARTICLE 9 — It was decided to adjourn, and to meet again 14 days from now, on
January 6, 1862.
The meeting was closed by Brother te Roller.
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory of January 3, 1862
Absent: Brothers Broek, Labots, Wilterdink, Vork, Naber, and de Vries.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Re/Van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2— Present were W. Visscher, Jan Steket9e,"Pietertje Kooijers, and Jannetje
Rijgel; all of whom desire to be admitted by profession of faith to the table of the Lord,
by way of profession of faith.
ARTICLE 3 — After interrogation, Jan Stekefee and Jannetje Rijgel were admitted by a
majority vote. Decision on the other two .As postponed for further questioning and
probation.
ARTICLE 4— Membership received/for Bernardus Grotenhuis and wife, from Grand
Rapids, dated December 24, 1861.
ARTICLE 5 — A letter was recei ed from the congregation of Schenectady, New York,
dated November 26, 1861, reqUesting a financial contribution for the debt of the church,
which is $6,500.00. $2,50010 of this is being asked immediately by a large portion of
this previously unified congregation. This church has recently suffered a secession,
because of an unorthodox Pastor, who was not acceptable to the majority of the
congregation.
It was decided to take ai collection for this church, and, if the collection is not adequate, to
take the sum of $15.00 or $20.00 from the church accounts, this sum to be sent to the
congregation as evideiice that we are much concerned for the maintenance of the truth.
/
ARTICLE 6 — The minutes
were read and approved.
ARTICLE 7 — Broe enaa was given a statement of membership to the Scottish
congregation at SoAh Holland.

